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Overview: This course meets once a week from 7:50 to 10:30 (approximately three hours). For the most part, the class will involve the students in a variety of Discussion and Presentation related tasks focussed on meaning and purpose. The tasks we will be doing in the class are loosely arranged according to the MATE. This class, however, should not be seen merely as a MATE development course as we will be doing things that go beyond the scope of the MATE. In general, the course should keep students busy speaking both in and out of the class and students are going to need to be both energetic and positive in performing the prescribed tasks to the best of her ability. The basic philosophy underlying the course is that meaningful practice generated in an environment of facilitative feedback is the most efficient way of developing communicative competence. As a result, in this class the students will be generating large amounts of language which will be closely monitored so that helpful feedback can be provided.  

Objectives: The main objective of the GEP I course is to give the students an opportunity to develop skills and strategies for increasing their global speaking proficiency in English. This goal, in effect, will also help the students to build the skills necessary for attaining an acceptable score on the MATE speaking test. Both of these goals will be achieved through both in and out of class practice and development. The focus here will be on the skills of discussion and presentations, but it should be acknowledged that other skills will necessarily be used in the classroom and as part of the course. Students, therefore, should expect much of the in-class interaction to be based on speaking/discussion skills which will, based in such exposure, undoubtedly improve.

Texts and Materials
There is no textbook for this class. Students will be given handouts each week from the ‘special’ teachers who are responsible for teaching during that week. Do not buy any textbook. You must, however, buy a very good folder to hold all the papers which you will be getting during the course. There will be a lot of handouts. You will need to keep these handouts to review for the exams so make sure you hold onto them. In effect, all the handouts taken together will be our textbook.

Additional Materials: Students will also be supplied with supplemental reading texts and handouts each week. The texts will come in the form of handouts given to the student one week in advance and will be given as homework. Students will also be given many handouts during the class. Students are expected to keep all these various handouts in a folder which they will bring to class each week.

Methodology
English Only: The working language of this class is English. This means all official aspects of the course including all assignments, presentations and in-class discussion will be conducted in English only. As this is a multilingual classroom, students are expected to follow international standards on language use and sensitivity. Failure to do so will result in a lower participation grade.
Classroom: In this class we are going to use a task-based, flexible grouping approach. This means that students need to work together to perform a series of connected tasks during the course of each class session. Nobody does anything alone and nothing is just over and done with. Everything we do in class leads into something else. This means that everyone needs to work with her ever-changing group members in order to get the assigned tasks done as well as possible. Your group members are relying on you, just as you rely on them. Students in this class need to cooperate with others and work hard. We will not have very much lecturing or teacher-fronted activities here. Students in this class learn by doing. Be ready for that. You should be busy and engaged during the entire class session.
Remember students, as always, the degree of success or failure in the classroom is based on the amount of effort you put into your work and how much you prepare and are willing to try. So, please come with lots of energy and a spirit for fun and adventure. Don’t be scared to talk and make a lot of noise. Discuss a lot!

Attendance: There is no such thing as an excused absence. Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. The nature of this class makes absences particularly problematic. When one student is missing her whole group suffers. Also, because in this class students learn by doing it is very hard to make up for missed in-class work. Two or more absences, therefore, will result in a significantly lowered final grade. Four absences result in automatic failure. If you are going to be absent and know it beforehand, make sure you contact the principle instructor (Professor Nam) as far in advance as possible so that the work can be made up.
Web Page: There will be a special webpage used for this class. The purpose of the webpage is primarily to introduce, explain and allow homework assignments to be given and managed. Students must check the webpage on a regular basis to keep up with what is going on in the class and to get and work on the assignments. The web page address is: http://www.udveksling.com/practicumgep. 
Big Siblings: This class is very special because we have `big siblings` (big sisters and brothers) in the class who will both participate in the class as group leaders and take turns running the class. Starting in the second week, each student in the class will be placed into a group lead by one big sibling from the TESOL MA Program who will take special care of her in providing feedback on and encouragement in her creation of English. Under normal circumstances, students will sit with their big siblings in groups and work together with them. The big siblings are there to help. We hope that each GEP student will form a special bond with her big sister or brother as well as her group members. Learning is much more fun and potentially meaningful when one does it with others.
Assignments: Each week there will be two different types of assignments related to the work we have been doing during the week in class. The assignments will cover both reading and speaking. The reading assignments will be given to students one week before the class they are intended to be used while the speaking assignments will be given after each class. Students will do their speaking assignments on the voice board.

On-line Voice Board: A major part of the assignments for this class is for students to develop speaking skills via an on-line voice board. Each GEP I student is required to go to the voice board each week to record a speech on a specific topic worked on in the class that week. Students can access the voice board via the Practicum/GEP web page. These speaking assignments mirror, to a certain extent, the tasks found on the MATE Speaking Test. Each student will get feedback on the board both from her big sibling and the course instructor, so this is an exciting and important part of the course.

Sample Tests: In this class each student will be asked to take a mock MATE Speaking Test three times. The mock speaking test will take the form of a one-on-one interview formatted according to the MATE speaking test. The first mock MATE test will be used to establish a base speaking level for the student. Following that, mock MATE tests are to be given as part of both the midterm and final exams. Students’ grades will be determined based, in part, on how and how much their sample test scores change; that is, improve. Thus, students who enter the course with higher proficiency, as reflected in the initial mock test score, will not necessarily get a higher grade in the course.

GMATE: New this semester is the inclusion of the GMATE, required for all classes. The GMATE is a short version of the regular MATE. All students are required to take this at the end of the semester. Those students who fail this test will automatically fail the class. In this class the GMATE should present no problem for the students. We will have everyone very well prepared for the test through both what we cover in class and the mock MATE tests.   

Grades: Final grades will be based on performance in the following categories.

Attendance
10%

Class Participation
30%

Assignments
30%

Midterm Exam 
15%

Final Exam 
15%

Instructor - 
Hyunjeong Nam
Tel.  -
010-3270-2512
E-mail - 
in.dublin@hotmail.com
<< Grading Policy for GEP Courses >>

Grade on a Curve Percentage:

Student Enrolled 20 & over:

A+, A0, A- : Maximum 35%

B+, B0, B- : Maximum 35%

C+, C0, C-  & D+, D0, D- : Maximum 50%

F : As many as are necessary.

Student Enrolled 20 & under:

A+, A0, A- : Maximum 40%

B+, B0, B- : Maximum 50%

C+, C0, C-  & D+, D0, D- : Maximum 50%

F : As many as are necessary.

