Hyunjeong Nam
Sookmyung Women’s University
Graduate School of TESOL
Practicum I

Policy - Spring 2011
(The Practicums are to be seen as two classes which are tightly bound to each other. What occurs in the excitement and anxiety of Practicum I will have a profound affect on what is done in the warm, comfortable surroundings of Practicum II and visa versa both for that week and the following weeks. For that reason, it is necessary for students to think of the two as simply one course with two integrated and complementary components). 

Overview: This three-hour-per-week course has two main components. The first of these is the design component. We will be using the different elements of the SMU-MATE as a partial guide in designing materials we think will work in the GEP class that we will handle this semester (영어토론과발표). As the course develops we will be creating and adding a whole range of different MATE-related tasks to the GEP repertoire. The second component of this class revolves around evaluation and revision. Here we will be collectively evaluating the lesson plans designed by the Practicum students in groups prior to the GEP class. In this way, this course is seen as a real-world review for the comprehensive exams and a practical application of all that has been learned in the entire graduate program.

Objectives: This objective of the Practicum I course is to give the students an opportunity to design and evaluate practical curriculum design and classroom teaching techniques in a low stress, controlled environment based on critical concern and caring. Basically what we want to do in this class is have the students develop and evaluate practical techniques based on innovative theories and models. The focus here will be on developing and evaluating lesson plans for the GEP class sessions based on the components and design features of the MATE coupled with accepted principles of speaking/discussion and presentation development. By the end of the course, students should have a complete repertoire of classroom behaviors based on theories and the elements suited to their own individual personalities.

[All of us are acutely aware that the Practicum students also need to study for their comprehensive exams, scheduled to occur towards the middle of June. The Practicum courses have, therefore, been designed as a kind of practical introduction to and review for the exams. While we will not have time to specifically review for the exams during this class, we will be touching on many aspects of the exams in our daily work in both Practicum courses. The exam will and should always be in the back of all our minds as we plan, evaluate, and discuss things.]

Texts and Materials
-MATE Rater Training Handbook
Winter Reading
-Harmer, Jeremy. (2007). The Practice of English Language Teaching with DVD (4th Edition). Harlow: Pearson Education.

Additional Materials: Students must bring to each class a large and strong folder to hold any papers that the instructor and other students give out. There will be a lot of handouts provided mostly from the students in the class.

Methodology
English Only: The working language of this Practicum class is English. This means all official aspects of the course including all assignments, presentations and in-class discussion will be conducted in English only. As this is a multilingual classroom, students are expected to follow international standards on language use and sensitivity. Failure to do so will result in a lower participation grade.

Our official policy regarding the language issue in the GEP class is as follows: 

TESOL students are to speak only English. You are to act as role models and group leaders and speaking only English is an important aspect of that. At the same time however, you are free to respond in English to Korean. Encourage the students to use as much English as they can, but do not punish them for using Korean. If a student needs to use Korean to get her point across then listen and respond appropriately in English. It is our goal to create a facilitative environment where students feel comfortable taking risks and the language policy is an important way of supporting that goal.

Classroom: The scheduled class sessions are broken into two phases. For the first hour and three quarters or so, from 6:00 to 7:45 there will be Practicum I wherein we will meet formally to discuss the planning and execution of our GEP lessons. Remember students, you are also reflective teachers, you have to be critical of what you see and hear. There is no one right way of teaching. All of you will need to speak out and offer lucid opinion on the design and potential performance of the lesson plans. Leave your egos and inhibitions at home and set your brain and energy level on high.

Following the Practicum I sessions, from 7:50 to 10:30, there will be the GEP class. Each GEP class will be planned and fronted by one group of TESOL Practicum students in turns. Each teaching group consists of two or three TESOL Practicum students and they are expected to work together in both planning and teaching. This means co-teaching, not dividing and conquering. The Practicum students will take turns planning for each full class session. All Practicum students in their role as group leaders are expected to stay for the entire class session to help their group. As we start videotaping (Week 4), I will be videotaping the first half of the lesson the first time and then the second half for the second time. When I am not videotaping I will be actively helping in the class as an extra facilitator. 

Practicum teaching groups will develop and present their lesson plans in class first two weeks before they are slated to be taught. Copies should be made for all Practicum students as well as the instructor. Following the full-class critique of the lesson plan, the group responsible will revise their plan and present it again the following week, one week before it is to be taught. This, then, gives the group one week to make a final revision of their plan. Finally, on the day they are to teach, the group will quickly brief the Practicum group on what will happen that day and what they are expected to do as big siblings.

In addition to taking turns planning and running class sessions, in the classroom the Practicum students are expected to facilitate in all matters of classroom management by fulfilling the roles set up for them as big sisters and brothers. This is an extremely important part of the Practicum and students are expected to put at least as much effort into their little sister groups as in running the class when their turns come. You will be doing this every week and how you conduct yourself in these groups has a profound effect on the entire atmosphere/running of the class.

Attendance: As the GEP meetings will occur on the same day of the classes, students are expected to attend all scheduled classes and on time. Everything everyone does or does not do in this Practicum semester affects everyone else. If a student is absent someone else has to take care of her/his little sisters and this puts a strain on everyone. It is, therefore, imperative that students try very hard not to miss any classes. Also, coming late puts a strain on the group as well because we need everyone present so that everyone always has a clear idea of what is going on in the GEP class for that day. Absences and lateness hurt the whole group so try hard not to do either.

Website: A special page has been added to my website specifically devoted to the GEP class. This special page will help us to manage the GEP class. To get to the special page just go to the blue box on the right of my website and click Practicum/GEP. The page is rather simple and composed mainly of links to boards holding information the GEP students need for the class. It is the responsibility of each and every Practicum student to help maintain the website by adding information related to the classes they are fronting. This means posting reading homework assignments prior to the class they will teach, speaking homework after the class and the answers to reading homework assignments, as well as other relevant information.  

Assignments: The assignments Practicum I students are expected to complete follow the tenor of the GEP class. Thus, there are assignments in two major areas. The first of these involves lesson planning. Each pair will need to write up and teach at least three different lessons. The other assignment revolves around interaction with little sisters. Since the GEP course this semester focuses on speaking/discussion and presentations this means that Practicum students are expected to complete speaking homework assignments on-line each week. We have a created and linked a special speaking board to the Graduate School of TESOL - Practicum/GEP Website for this purpose. You will need to go to this board on a regular basis and provide feedback on your little sisters speaking performance. Your feedback should be honest but not harsh and is better framed in the MATE assessment crieria. 

Grades: Final grades will be based on performance in the following categories.

 

Attitude
15%

Cooperation
15%

Class Participation
20% 

GEP Preparation 
25%

GEP Performance 
25%

 

Instructor -
Hyunjeong Nam
Tel. - 
010-3270-2512 

E-mail -
namh@tcd.ie
Homepage-
http://practicum2.weebly.com/
