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The Practicums are to be seen as two classes which are tightly bound to each other. What occurs in the excitement and anxiety of Practicum I will have a profound effect on what is done in the warm surroundings of Practicum II and visa versa both on a weekly basis and for the courses in general. For that reason it is necessary for students to think of the two as simply one course with two integrated and complementary components.

Overview: This three-hour-per-week course has two main components. The first of these is the reflective component. We will be using the reflective journals and videos taken during the teaching of the GEP course to reflect on our own individual teaching practices as well as on elements of in-class language learning. Reflection is one of the key elements of further developing teaching skills in in-service teachers and as such is used as a way of getting teachers to develop skills which enable them to become more autonomous in their own development as teachers. The second component of this class revolves around the design and creation of a teaching portfolio. Here we will be working individually and in pairs to create a portfolio which highlights our skills and achievements as teachers. An important part of this portfolio, which will link both components of the course, will be an action research project which the students will be doing in pairs. In this way, this course is seen as a real-world review for the comprehensive exams and a practical application of all that has been learned in the entire graduate program.

Objectives: This objective of the Practicum II course is to give the students an opportunity to reflect on and evaluate their performance in the classroom as well as their professionalism as teachers in a low stress, controlled environment based on critical concern and caring. Basically what we want to do in this class is have the students reflect on their roles and performances as teachers in the foreign language classroom. We will be doing through the writing of reflective journals, the creation of a portfolio and videotaping the student/teacher’s performance in the classroom. Video, unlike journal entries, does not lie. We will be watching and analyzing the videos taken in the GEP class in the Practicum II class to determine the reality between the teachers’ perceptions as recorded in the reflective journals and the reality of the classroom as shown in the videos. The goal, then, for the Practicum students is to develop an awareness of their own skills in the classroom. This awareness will be further heightened by the creation of a high-quality teaching portfolio.

Texts and Materials
-Richards, J. and C. Lockhart. (1996). Reflective teaching in second language classrooms. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

ISBN: 0-521-45803-X

-Bullock, A. and P. Hawk. (2005). Developing a teaching portfolio (2nd Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ.: Pearson Education.

ISBN: 0-13-113213-X

- Constantino, P. and M. DeLorenzo with C. Tirrel-Corbin. (2009). Developing a professional teaching portfolio (3rd Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ.: Pearson Education.

ISBN-13: 978-0-205-60857-7

ISBN-10: 0-205-60857-4

Winter Reading Project
-Johnson, A. (2007). A short guide to action research (3rd Edition). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

ISBN-13: 978-0-205-50931-7

ISBN-10: 0-205-50931-2

Additional Materials: Students must bring to each class a folder to hold any papers that the instructor and other students give out. There will be a lot of handouts provided mostly from the other students in the class. You will need to save these for your portfolios. Take good care for them.

Methodology
English Only: The working language of this Practicum class is English. This means all official aspects of the course including all assignments, presentations, and in-class discussion will be conducted in English only. As this is a multilingual classroom, students are expected to follow international standards on language use and sensitivity. Failure to do so will result in a lower participation grade.

Classroom: This class is about reflection on both a small classroom and a large professional scale. As such we will be engaging in small group and class discussions. Students will be sharing their reflection journals with others and we will be reviewing classroom performance together. The classroom, therefore, will be an area for cooperation and self-discovery. Leave your egos and inhibitions at home and set your brain and energy level on high.

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes and on time. Absences cannot be tolerated in a class like this where we all have to work so closely together. Often one student’s absence will adversely affect her/his classmates and partners. If you are going to be absent and know it beforehand, make sure you contact the instructor as well as your group-mates as far in advance as possible. More than 2 absences, excused or otherwise, will result in automatic failure.
Assignments:

Practicum II students are expected to write reflective journals each week in addition to Reading Responses related to assigned readings each week. 
You are expected to read the assigned reading materials thoroughly every week and come to class prepared to discuss the issues raised in those materials. Thus, weekly reading responses should include any background information, main points, your critical thinking or evaluation (connection between reading materials and your own pedagogical problems), and one or two questions, related to reading materials. Reading Responses should be between 1-2 pages double-spaced. Please include 1 or 2 questions at the end of your reading responses you might like to explore during the class discussion as part of your reading responses. 

Both reflective journals and Weekly Reading responses are to be posted each week on eClass at Community SM by Monday 10:00 am, the morning of the day on which the readings are due and reflective journals are discussed.
  Other assignments given during the course of the semester will relate to the portfolio. Doing all these weekly assignments will ultimately help the students on their final project – the portfolio.

Grades: Final grades will be based on performance in the following categories.

 

Reflective Attitude





15%

Class Participation




25% 

Assignments





20%

Portfolio including Action Research Paper
40%
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